MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
.York for forty-two years. The previous performance was at the old Park Theatre in Park Row. In this production my mother acted Silvia^ the part played at Daly's by Ada Rehan.
This play is important in the history of New York, for, according to Allston Brown in "A History of the New York Stage," The Recruiting Officer was one of the first plays to be given in New York. It was performed as early as 1734, and it had an important production at the first Nassau Street Theatre, September 30, 1750. This was the opening of the season.
Our production was given February 7, 1885, with the parts distributed as follows:
CAPTAIN PLUME        John Drew
CAPT. BRAZEN           George Parkes
JUSTICE BALLANCE    Qiarles Fisher
SERGEANT KITE        James Lewis
WORTHY                  Otis Skinner
BULLOCK                  William Gilbert
APPLETREE               Frederick Bond
PEARMAN                 Edward Wilks
STEWART                  W. H. Beekman MISTRESS MELINDA  Virginia Dreher
ROSE                       May Fielding
LUCY                       Maylrwin
SYLVIA                    Ada Rehan
The revival lasted only about two weeks and then She Would and She Would Not was revived.   Colley was very good in the part. Bell later designed the costumes for The Tarn*s novel and taking.
